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Mission
The mission of Mental Health Advocacy Services is to protect 

and advance the legal rights of low-income adults and children 
with mental health disabilities and empower them to assert 

those rights in order to maximize their autonomy, achieve equity, 
and secure the resources they need to thrive.



Vision
We envision a world in which people with mental health 

disabilities thrive in the community, free from stigma, 
discrimination, and injustice. We see a future where all people 
are safely housed and economically stable, where we are all 

treated fairly everywhere we go, and where we each have the 
opportunity to pursue our own dreams.



Core Values
Empowerment: Our work is driven by the desire to provide our clients with the 
resources needed to achieve autonomy and self-sufficiency, and to live the life they 
choose rather than one that is chosen for them by others.

Dignity: We believe in the humanity and value of every person. We aspire to treat 
every individual with respect, kindness, and understanding.

Equity: We focus on ensuring that our services are both trauma-informed and 
accessible to communities who have been traditionally underserved or marginalized.

Collaboration: We value collaborating with other organizations in the community and 
we work in partnership with our clients to help them achieve overall stability and well-
being.

Wellness: Knowing that we provide better services when we take care of ourselves, 
we prioritize the well-being, safety, and physical and mental health of both our clients 
and our team.



Staff
LEADERSHIP

Jenny Farrell
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Johanna Bloomfield
MANAGING ATTORNEY

Kyra Clipper
SUPERVISING ATTORNEY

Renee Cook
DIR. OF ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE

Pavithra Menon
SUPERVISING ATTORNEY

Naomi Sultan
SUPERVISING ATTORNEY

Emmy Aceves Mitchell
STAFF ATTORNEY

Ani Aghazaryan
STAFF ATTORNEY

Brittney Cannon
STAFF ATTORNEY

Howard Canton
STAFF ATTORNEY

Alex Connolly
NYU LAW POST-GRADUATE FELLOW

Angie Gil
DEVELOPMENT & IT MANAGER

Grant Lehner
STAFF ATTORNEY

Andrea Lussier
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Courtney Mendoza
STAFF ATTORNEY

Nikki Minevich
STAFF ATTORNEY

Jesse Norgaard
INTAKE COORDINATOR

Erik Nickels
SKADDEN FELLOW

Annie Y. Pan
SENIOR ATTORNEY

Michelle Solis
LEGAL SERVICES ADVOCATE



Board of Directors
President
EDWARD J. CASEY, ESQ.
Alston & Bird LLP

Vice President
JEROME WILHORT
Culture Amp

Treasurer
JILL KENNEDY, CPA, CFA, CFE
FTI Consulting

Secretary
LAUREN CRUZ, ESQ.
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann 

EMILY AVIAD, ESQ.
PricewaterhouseCoopers

LUCY EISENBERG

DOUGLAS L. HALL
Trustco Bank

LISA HARRIS, CPA
Association For Corporate Growth

AZITA ISKANDAR, ESQ.
NBCUniversal

JESSICA LAIRD
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

ALEXA LAWSON-REMER, ESQ.
City National Bank

DEAN LEWIS
Lighthouse

MARCELLUS MCRAE, ESQ.
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher

LISA YUMI MITCHELL
Constangy, Brooks, Smith & Prophete

ALYSSA MUSANTE, ESQ.
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom

KATHERINE PÉREZ
Loyola Law School

FRANCIS RYU, ESQ.
Ryu Law Firm

PROF. ELYN SAKS
USC Gould School of Law

BRADLEY R. SCHNEIDER, ESQ.
Kendall Brill & Kelly LLP

LAURA SCHWARTZ, ESQ.
Crowell & Moring LLP

ANDREW C. SPITSER, ESQ.
Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP

ZACH TAFOYA
O’Melveny & Meyers

JESSICA N. WALKER, ESQ
Foley & Lardner LLP



Jim Preis Memorial Award

Adriana Alejandre
LMFT & Founder of LatinxTherapy



Advocates Award

Dr. Devika Bhushan
Former Acting Surgeon General of California



Lifetime Achievement Award

Sally Zinman
Pioneer of the Mental Health Peer Movement

Presented Posthumously



If you haven’t done so yet, 
please consider making a 

donation by texting

MHAS

to

44-321



THANK YOU TO OUR EMERALD SPONSOR



EMERALD SPONSOR



THANK YOU TO OUR PLATINUM SPONSORS



PLATINUM SPONSOR



PLATINUM SPONSOR
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THANK YOU TO OUR GOLD SPONSORS
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THANK YOU TO OUR SILVER SPONSORS

Alston & Bird

Association for Corporate Growth – Global

Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP

FTI Consulting

Kendall Brill & Kelly LLP

Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP



SILVER SPONSOR
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If you haven’t done so yet, 
please consider making a 

donation by texting

MHAS

to

44-321



BRONZE SPONSORS

Areta Crowell

Association for Corporate Growth - LA

Calini

Constangy, Brooks, Smith & Prophete

David Bower + Francis Ryu

Emily Aviad

First Legal

John Preis & Allison Cheffer

Lighthouse

O’Melveny & Meyers LLP

Palatine Capital

Sycamores

Vanaman German LLP



BRONZE SPONSORS
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TRIBUTES



TRIBUTES

Areta Crowell, Director Emeritus, LA County Department of Mental Health



TRIBUTES
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THANK YOU TO OUR IN-KIND DONORS

Alexa Lawson-Remer
Hurricane Harbor LA
In-N-Out Burger
Malibu Wine Tours
Pacific Park @ the Santa Monica Pier
PaperMart
Patagonia
Raising Cane’s

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom
Stater Brothers
The Broad
Trader Joe's
UCLA Athletics Department
Universal Studios Hollywood
Woodenhead Wine
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